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How you can become a Partner in Cancer Care
By Bridgette Frommell, Development Officer, Aurora Health Care Foundation

Sandi Conrad’s cancer journey started in October of 2012
when she discovered, through a self-exam, a lump on her
breast. “When you hear those words ‘You have cancer’, it’s
so devastating and you go through a journey that changes
your life forever,” explains Sandi.

Sandi saw several doctors before she found Joseph
Majewski, MD, a cancer surgeon at Aurora Memorial
Hospital of Burlington. “Sandi needed a series of operations
as opposed to just a single operation,” explains Dr.
Majewski. “We had to change course a number of times in
her treatment, and that was hard.”
After her surgeries in 2012, Sandi chose Antony Ruggeri,
MD, as her medical oncologist, who is based out of Aurora
Lakeland Medical Center in Elkhorn. Dr. Ruggeri helped
Sandi come up with a treatment plan, which did not involve
chemotherapy but does include medication that she must
take for five years.
“Dr. Ruggeri spent a lot of time going over all of the
test results and the research. It was a very emotional time
for me, but he really made a difference in my outlook,”
Sandi says.
Sandi now travels to two different hospitals for her various
treatments and checkups. And she’s not alone. Traveling
to different locations for cancer care is common in rural
communities. That’s why Aurora Health Care Foundation
launched the Partners in Cancer Care campaign, to
raise $2.2 million to expand patient services at a new
comprehensive cancer center which will include a new,
state-of-the-art Vince Lombardi Cancer Clinic. The center
will be located within the new Aurora Health Center serving
western Racine and Walworth counties, providing a central
location for vital cancer services.
The new Vince Lombardi Cancer Clinic will offer 25
oncology infusion bays (of which two are private rooms),
10 exam rooms and an outpatient procedure room. It
will include integrative medicine therapies and support
programs, to provide care for the whole person. The
building is also designed with additional space for future
expansion of cancer services, such as radiation oncology.
“In small rural communities people traditionally have to
travel,” explains Dr. Ruggeri. “They go here to get surgery,
there to get radiation, here to get chemotherapy, etc. And
so to have everything in one place is really exciting. You
don’t see that in many small communities.”
“This new cancer center will enable patients to have a
comfortable area for treatment that’s really close to home,”
explains Dr. Majewski.
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Sandi now sees Dr. Ruggeri regularly for checkups, and
is doing well in her recovery. She will also still see Dr.
Majewski for follow up tests. Both physicians and hospitals
have outstanding reputations for cancer care, but the
possibility of getting all of her treatment in one place
makes Sandi even more excited about her future.
“To have these marvelous doctors in our area is so
wonderful. And I know all of my doctors talk to each other,
but to be in the same building will save so much time.
Won’t it be wonderful when we’re all together?” Sandi says.
In January, the Memorial Hospital of Burlington Community
Foundation donated $1 million to launch the Partners in
Cancer Care campaign. In addition, Vince Lombardi Cancer
Foundation has committed $300,000 to this initiative. The
2015 Crystal Ball, Benefit Ball and McGMO golf outing will
all support this exciting new project. n

You can support the Partners in Cancer
Care campaign and help patients like
Sandi get world class cancer care, closer
to home. To make a gift or learn more,
go to give.aurora.org/cancercenter. To
learn more about this or other Aurora
Cancer Care programs, contact Bridgette
Frommell, Foundation Development
Officer at 414-649-3636 or bridgette.
frommell@aurora.org, or give online at
give.aurora.org.

